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Goals for Transition & Beyond:  

ÅTechnology tools can help individuals with 

developmental disabilities achieve greater self-

determination and independence. 

ÅCommunication and literacy are interconnected and can 

help individuals to have meaningful interactions in their 

community. 

ÅTechnology can help individuals with developmental 

disabilities take in information, understand their world, 

motivate them by giving greater access to their interests. 

ÅTechnology can support lifelong learning and 

employment options. 
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Introductions  

ÅDunamis ï an Assistive Technology company before that 

was a ñthingò 

ï1984 ï we started with an Apple IIe and a dream that technology 

 might be powerful for those with disabilitiesé.  

Å1986 - Home providers for non-verbal young adult with a 

developmental disability 

Å1991 ï Parents of a son with Down Syndrome   

ÅProviders of AT evaluations and training for teachers, 

parents, therapists, individuals 

ÅTechnology coordination for a center serving adults with 

DD 

 



How Do You Use Technology?  

ÅPhone 

ÅMessaging 

ÅEmail 

ÅBlogs 

ÅRead and write 

ÅFind information 

ÅAdvertise your business 

ÅSearch online for things you want 

 

 

 



Defining Assistive Technology  

Assistive technology ï ñAny item, piece 
of equipment, product system, whether 
acquired commercially, modified, or 
customized, that is used to increase, 
maintain, or improve functional 
capabilities of individuals with 
disabilities.ò 

 

Assistive technology service ï ñAny 
service that directly assists an 
individual with a disability in the 
selection, acquisition, or use of an 
assistive technology device.ò  

Public Law 108-364 

 

 



Why Assistive Technology?  

For a person without a 

disability, technology makes 

things easier. 

 

For a person with a disability, 

technology makes things 

possible. 



AT that is now commoné. 



Moving toward  

Universal Design  

Previously 

Add on touch screens 

 

Software for screen 

reading 

 

 

Word Prediction 

software 

Now 

Touch sensitive 

technology included 

Apps and Extensions  

Screen reading 

included online 

Word prediction on 

your phone  



Tools for Life  

We help Georgians with 

disabilities gain access to and 

acquisition of assistive 

technology devices and 

assistive technology services 

so they can live, learn, work, 

and play independently in the 

communities of their choice. 



TFL Solution Site  



Tools for Life Network  



Aging and DBHDD Project  

TFL is collaborating with GA DBHDD 
to provide Assistive Technology 
evaluations and equipment to those 
who are on our Medicaid Waiver 
waiting lists. 

 

TFL is supporting the work of the 
ADRCs in GA by providing AT Tool 
Kits and training for their staff.  Focus 
is on transitions and aging in place. 



Hi Hope Service Center  

ÅAdult Day Program for ~120 individuals with 

developmental disabilities, ages 22-75 

Å5 Residential facilities 

ÅEmployment  

 

Strategic Plan includes: 

1. Communication 

2. Employment First 

3. Access to the Community 

4. Access to Services via Many Pathways 

 

 

 



Hi Hope Service Center  

ÅCulture of Communication 

ïSign language, Symbols, Communication device 

ïHonor the personôs mode of communication 

ïEverywhere, All the Time, with Everyone 

 

ÅPerson-Centered Planning 

 

ÅCommunity Connections 
 

 

  

  

 

 



Hi Hope Service Center  

ÅEmployment for Individuals with Significant Disabilities 

Pilot Project 

 

ÅCurriculum for when Individuals are not in the Community 

ïLiteracy 

ïSafety and Personal Rights and Responsibilities 

ïHealth and Wellness 

ïSeasonal Topics and Current Events 

ïDaily Living Skills 

ïSocial/Behavior Support 

ïPartnership with the local school district for         

transition planning and the use of our safety             

and rights curriculum. 
 

 

  

  

 

 



What makes a good life?  

A young adult with a developmental disabilityé 

 

ÅLives with his family 

ÅWorks two days at minimum wage ï 10 hours/week 

ÅWorks one/two days as a volunteer ï 3-6 hours/week 

ÅChurch member and volunteer 

ÅPlays softball, basketball, and tennis through Special 

Olympics 

ÅMember of a community theatre group, acting on stage! 

ÅDreams ï go to college, own a Google car, live 

independently 

 

 

 



Questions for Blake  

ÅWhat does technology help 

you to do every day? 

 

ÅWhat tools do you use? 

ïKindle, iPad, mini 

ïChromebook/gmail 

ïPhone 

ïECHO 

 

 



Family Challenges  

ÅFriends 

ÅGovernment Red Tape 

ÅTransportation! 

ÅHealth 

ÅWorking on cooking, 

shopping, money 



National Core Indicators  

Individual Outcomes 

ÅCommunity Inclusion 

ÅWork 

ÅRelationships 

ÅSatisfaction 

ÅChoice and Decision-

Making 

ÅSelf-Determination 

Health, Safety, Rights 

ÅSafety 

ÅHealth 

ÅMedications 

ÅWellness 

ÅRestraints 

ÅRespect/Rights 

 



Different Supports for  

Different Folks  

ÅKK, 46, Significant Intellectual Disability 

ïNon-verbal, but uses some sign language 

ÅKE, 21, High IQ, in college 

ïUses Eye Gaze Technology with Comm Device 

ïUses a motorized wheelchair 

ÅJG, 24, Autism 

ïCan speak but usually does not, reads, moves constantly 

ÅER, 32, Hearing Impairment and Mild Intellectual Disability 

ïUses sign, symbols, and iPad for Communication 

ÅAN, 60, Moderate Intellectual Disability 

ïUses a wheelchair, speech is limited 

 



ÅCommunication 

ÅActivities of Daily 

Living 

ÅCognitive Support 

ÅLiteracy 

 

ÅLifelong Learning 

ÅEmployment 

ÅOrganization 

ÅCommunity 

Connections 

 

Technology and Transitions: 

Planning Ahead  



Communication is Foundational  

NovaChat 

Proloque2Go GoTalk 

Big Mack 
Step-by-Step 

Low Tech Wallets 
and Notebooks 



Continuum of Communication 

Tools  

Low Tech 
Pictures and Symbols 
Communication boards, wallets, rings etc. 

Mid Tech 
Single Message 
Sequenced Messages 
Direct Selection Devices 

High Tech 
Dynamic Display 
Icon Sequencing 
Tablet with Apps 

Tech Speak 

NovaChat 



Apps for Communication  

ÅProloque2Go 

ÅSonocent (Lite) 

ÅTouchChat 

ÅAvaz 

ÅAutismate 

 

 



Using Core Words  



Activities of Daily Living  

MyShopi app 

ShakeNWake 

OneTouch 

FitBit 


